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Covid Impact 

• COVID-19 pandemic has major impact on screening services 
worldwide

• WHO survey in May 2020 in 155 countries reported not only major 
disruption of non-communicable disease (NCD) control services 
(including cancer screening) in almost all countries, but also the 
difficulties of reinitiating such services 
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Covid Impact 

• More than 90% drop in screening
• Predicted a surge in the number of deaths in the coming years*
• More in low-resource countries
• Scotland reported a 70% reduction in urgent referrals of patients 

with suspected cancer by primary-care physicians 
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Covid Impact 
• More than 2.4 million people got effected during the first 10 weeks of 

the UK lockdown

• Two week wait severely impacted with up to 290,000 people missing 
out on further testing

• For every week screening services on hold, 7,000 people aren’t being 
referred for further tests and 380 cancers aren’t being diagnosed 
through screening programs                                                     

(Cancer Research UK  )
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Covid Impact 

Backlog of treatment with up to:
12,750 fewer patients receiving surgery
6,000 fewer for chemotherapy  
2,800 fewer receiving radiotherapy 

(Cancer Research UK )
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Covid Impact 
• A national population-based modelling study in England estimated an 

increase of 15.3–16.6% in colorectal deaths up to year 5 after 
diagnosis compared with pre-pandemic data 

• Urging policy makers to reduce waiting list and try to maintain both 
cancer diagnostic and treatment services

(Maringe et al. The Lancet Oncology August 2020)

• Another model projected that a six-month suspension could result in 
an increase in CRC incidence by 2200 cases along with an excess of 
960 deaths

(Yong et al. J. Med. Screen. 2021,28, 100–107)
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Covid Impact 

Cost will be much higher as more CRC cases will be diagnose in a more 
advanced stages leading to more burden on the healthcare economy in 
the future. 
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Covid Impact 

• Study in Netherlands compared the number of endoscopies 
conducted between 15 March - 25 June 2020 and the same period of 
2019 from 20 hospitals in the Netherlands. 

• Only 9776 endoscopies performed in the 2020 vs 19,296 in 2019 
• Colonoscopy procedures decreased by 55% (from 12,219 to 5609) at 

the same time 

(Lantinga et al. Endoscopy 2021, 53, 166–170)
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Challenges
• Policies/guidelines 
• Resources (health worker, spaces & equipment )
• Safety
• Cost 
• Screening methods
• Supply*
• Managing the screen positives
• Treatment of precancers & cancers 
• Data and Research*
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Recommendations 

• Public health control measures & restrictions should be modulated
according to the intensity of each phase of the pandemic

• A designated cancer control person should be part of National 
Pandemic team

• Rapid assessments of challenges/barriers and how they can be solved  
• Relocating services (COVID-free hubs) to mitigate risk of infection 

and encourage population to participate
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Recommendations 
Safety: 

• Ensure supply of Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

• Online Scheduling system 

• Telemedicine/Virtual clinic
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Recommendations 
Awareness and population selection

• Digital platforms with community to increase awareness, counsel 
patients 

• Selecting candidates according to individual CRC risk with priority 
given to high risk individuals may be considered in a programme 
based on invitation

• Flexibility in screening methods using fecal immunochemical test 
(FIT) which help to reduce racial and socioeconomic disparities
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Conclusion
The pandemic substantially impacted CRC screening 
programs. Therefore, policy makers & health care 
provider should adopt to such challenges by re-
strategizing existing framework including resources, 
utilization of alternative approaches and prioritizing 
patients to help optimizing screening services safely
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Thank you
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